China 

Remarks by Director General Yang Yanyi

Let me start by extending, on behalf of the Chinese Government, warm congratulations on the opening of the Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA) and appreciation to the Pakistani and Afghan Governments for their meticulous preparation and arrangement. 

The RECCA is a platform where neighbors and friendly countries of Afghanistan as well as international organizations exchange views on Afghanistan’s economic reconstruction. It is also a platform to nurture international consensus and promote support and cooperation with Afghanistan. We are pleased to see that this platform is playing a bigger role in regional peace and development.

We listened carefully to President Karzai’s important speeches this morning and feel heartened by the historic positive changes in Afghanistan. From Kabul to New Delhi and to Islamabad today, the international community has all along stood shoulder to shoulder with the 29 million Afghan people.

Dear Colleagues,

As a friendly neighbor of Afghanistan, China has been committed to developing good neighborly relations and mutually beneficial cooperation with Afghanistan and had firmly supported the Afghan people in their unremitting efforts for political stability, economic development, improved well-being and social progress. China respects Afghanistan’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. We have taken as active part in Afghanistan’s reconstruction process and carried out a series of projects for higher living standards for the Afghan people. China has contributed its share in the areas covered by this meeting, including mining, energy, infrastructure, health and human resource development. China has provided Afghanistan with sincere and selfless support and assistance with no political strings attached through bilateral and multilateral channels to the best of its ability. This has contributed to the stability and development of Afghanistan and brought real benefits to its people.

Dear Colleagues,

Afghanistan’s reconstruction is now at a critical stage and the Afghan issue would not be resolved without the longstanding commitment and support of the international community. As a good neighbor, friend and partner of Afghanistan, China is ready to make continuous efforts to help Afghanistan realize enduring stability and development.

We will work to deepen our comprehensive partnership for cooperation with Afghanistan. China will continue to expand exchange and cooperation between governments, parliaments and political parties of our two countries to elevate the level of mutual trust and confidence and foster a sound political environment for deeper and broader economic cooperation. 

China will continue to increase aid to Afghanistan. The Chinese Government will provide US$ 75 million in grants to Afghanistan in the next five years which is further testimony to our profound sentiment and friendship towards the Afghan people.

China will actively participate in Afghanistan’s economic reconstruction. The Chinese Government will continue to encourage competitive and reputable Chinese enterprises to take part in Afghanistan’s reconstruction to facilitate Afghanistan’s priority areas of development including agriculture, water conservancy, telecommunications and infrastructure. Since the inauguration of the reconstruction process, China has provided training to about 1,000 Afghan professionals from various fields e.g. Capacity building and personnel training. 

China will push on with major cooperation projects between the two countries. The Aynak copper mine project, the biggest foreign invested project since the reconstruction process began and with the Chinese company being the bid winner, will soon officially get off to a start. Implementation of this project will create tends of thousands and bring the “dividends” of Afghan reconstruction and China-Afghanistan cooperation to Afghan people. China is ready to work closely with Afghanistan to ensure the safe and smooth running of this project and it will produce maximum economic returns.  

In the process of realizing the abovementioned goals, China supports Afghanistan in intensifying with the existing regional cooperation mechanisms. We hope and believe that the international community continues to support Afghanistan’s stability and development on the basis of respect for Afghanistan’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Afghanistan’s economic reconstruction, stability and development is in the interest of the Afghan people, regional economic development and peace and stability in Asia and the rest of the world. With the unremitting efforts of the Afghan Government and the strong support of the international community, there is no doubt that Afghan people with be the master of their own destiny and create a happier and brighter future. 

Thank you all.

Canada 

Chairmen, Excellencies, honoured guests and fellow delegates:

Allow me to begin by expressing Canada’s heartfelt appreciation to the Governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan for convening this third gathering of the Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan.

The importance of the RECCA has only grown since its first meeting in 2005. 

Canada is confident that this year’s Conference will successfully build on the accomplishments of the previous meeting, hosted by the Government of India in 2006.

Esteemed delegates, the situation in Afghanistan continues to require close international attention and engagement.

Indeed, we all have a stake in Afghanistan’s success and as such bear our own respective national responsibilities for moving towards that end.

Canada continues to honour that obligation. Canada’s overall aid commitment to Afghanistan now total US$ 1.9 billion from 2001-2011.

We have also renewed our considerable military commitment until 2011.

But I think we can also agree that this conflict has deep regional implications and as such, requires particularly strong and substantial engagement from Afghanistan’s regional partners.

Canada stands ready to support concrete regional collaboration.

At the regional level, we continue our efforts to enhance Afghan-Pakistani dialogue and border management.

In addition to providing support to help set up a Peace Jirga Secretariat following the Afghan-Pakistani Jirga in August 2007, Canada has facilitated a series of border-related workshops between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Less than two months ago, senior Afghan and Pakistani officials from a number of ministries came together and successfully articulated an agreed upon way forward for a number of concrete projects in a wide range of areas including:

· Customs;

· The movement of people; and

· Social and economic development

Canada will continue to assist in this process as long as our assistance is sought.

Canada congratulates the Governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan on the recent signing of a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the finalization of a trade transit agreement by the end of this year. 

This is a major accomplishment. The fact that such an agreement was originally discussed at the 2006 RECCA demonstrates the value of this forum. 

There is also success to celebrate in terms of collaborative work on Polio Eradication but a final push is needed. 

Canada recognizes that our contributions will be effective only in so far as they support solutions, initiatives and institutions that are locally-led and locally-owned.

In Afghanistan, Canada is working closely with local leaders to build their capacity to delivery basic services, including water, education and job- oriented economic growth – so central to the discussions here today. 

For example, Canada is investing over US$ 50 million in the rehabilitation of the Dahla Dam in Kandahar province. 

This project will provide a secure irrigation water supply to the majority of the Kandahari population; generate 10,000 seasonal jobs; and foster agriculture by providing farmers with irrigated land.

Through the course of the discussions over the next to days, let us not lose sight of the incredible impact such agreement can have on people’s daily lives. 

While many of the exchanges here will be about very technical matters, if commitments made are kept, the lives of millions of Afghans, Pakistanis and people throughout the region will be improved.

Merchants will have better access to markets; companies will have a steady supply of electricity to run their enterprises; farmers will have improved roads on which to transport their goods; and more men and women will have jobs to go to and incomes to bring home. 

As we build dams, electrical grids and trade routes we are, in fact, building pride, hope and a secure future. Violence is not the preferred option of people anywhere if alternatives are offered, they will be chosen. 

That is the task of this Conference – working regionally to build a better future. Canada is committed to supporting this effort.

CZECHOSLAVAK

Chairman, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

The Czech Republic in its capacity of the Presidency of the Council of EU welcomes the organization of the 3rd Regional Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan and expresses its appreciation to Pakistan to host it. 

Afghanistan is a long term priority for EU. The EU has repeatedly and on many occasions confirmed on preceding paras its long term engagement and commitment to participate on stabilization and reconstruction in Afghanistan (including GAERC conclusion of March, 2009, the conference in Haag, Shangai organization on Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan (Moscow). 

The EU believes that the challenges facing Afghanistan should be addressed in the wider regional context. Security, stability and economic and social development is not only an objective for Afghanistan but also for winder region. Cooperation of all neighboring countries and regional players is therefore essential. We are convinced that enhancing regional cooperation in long terms perspective will contribute to strengthening of regional stability- a necessity for any economic development. 

EU is one of major donors in Afghanistan. EU/EC has allocated as from 2001 – 2010 for development of Afghanistan approximately 8 billion EUR. EU has committed itself to considerably contribute to capacity building in the field of justice and rule of law sectors. 

The Czeck Republic hopes the conference and its outcomes will lead to a strengthened cooperation between the Afghan government and international community.

DENMARK

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

As a proven friend of the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan, I am here today to send a strong signal of Denmark’s continued support and commitment.

Denmark fully agrees that we must view development and security in Afghanistan and Pakistan in a broader regional context. South Asia is without doubt a significant global security challenge. In fact, an approach focused only on Afghanistan or Pakistan without a comprehensive strategy to the entire region would be like building a house without foundation.

We all need to demonstrate willingness to address cross-boundary and regional issues to improve the security of the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan and the world alike. To do this we are ready to engage in constructive dialogue with countries across the region. 

As goes for many here today, Denmark’s efforts in the region has had a focus on Afghanistan. Through our integrated political, military and development engagement Denmark remains committed to a long-term effort in Afghanistan. Only last year Denmark decided to double our development aid to Afghanistan and we recently decided to increase out contribution to ISAF.

We will continue to focus our engagement towards the most difficult issues and the most difficult areas in Afghanistan. And Denmark will ask for more progress – in fighting terrorism, in fighting poverty and insecurity, in better governance and in improving human rights, and thereby improving the lives of the Afghan people.

Of crucial importance is building trust in the Afghan state and enabling it to deliver security, rule of law, health, education, and other services is the only way to create a legitimate system that can replace and constitute a real alternative to the influence of Taliban, warlords, drug barons and extremists.  Here the upcoming elections are decisive in advancing the frail Afghan democracy, and they are an opportunity to restore confidence in the people of Afghanistan towards their Government. It is vital that the international community supports the Afghan government in a way that ensures a credible and legitimate process before, during and after the elections.

Economic development is crucial in order to make reconstruction and development sustainable in both Afghanistan and Pakistan. All your neighbours have a common responsibility in securing that mutual relationships will not be an obstacle to economic development.

Further the continued opium poppy cultivation and the trafficking of both narcotics and chemicals to and from Afghanistan is a massive challenge for stability, peace and further development in the region. It is important that we increase international and regional counter narcotics efforts.

On Pakistan: Denmark has been a friend of Pakistan for many years; it was therefore with particular pleasure that we earlier in the year formally joined the Friends of Democratic Pakistan Group.

Our participation in the Friends Group is first and foremost a strong signal of political support to Pakistan and its re-found democracy. Denmark firmly believes that peace, stability and prosperity in Pakistan, and indeed in the wider region, are best achieved by ensuring a functioning and legitimate democratic system in Pakistan.

Denmark has actively worked for an increased EU role in Pakistan. This we will continue to do. The EU should be a strong partner for Pakistan in development cooperation, trade, institution building, and political dialogue as well as counter terrorism.  

We also see our active participation in the Friends Group as an opportunity to expand our bilateral relations with Pakistan. Denmark has therefore decided, in addition to the small pledge Denmark made in Tokyo, to start development cooperation in Pakistan already this year. I am delighted to announce, that we intend to disperse 40 Mil. Danish crowns during the next four years. In addition, Denmark has just granted 5 Mil. DKK in humanitarian assistance to UNHCR to assist their efforts to help the IDPs from the Swat area.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

It is imperative that we find ways to support the development of a stable region. I sincerely believe that all present here today have a shared interest in this.

Thank you.

European Commission 

It is a pleasure to have the chance to address so many of you today at this forum. I attended the last RECCA in Delhi three years ago when perhaps the concept of regional cooperation was still developing. At that RECCA, a number of issues ranging from health to mining were identified but follow-up on a regional basis was limited.

Today, after the Foreign Ministers meeting in Paris last December and the ‘Big Tent’ Meeting in the Hague a month back, I believe there is a renewed drive to find viable areas for cooperation on a regional level – but we must take this moment and ensure there is a follow up. The European Commission is well placed to play an active role in this process – we have a unique contribution to make. I will return to this in a moment. 

Following the meeting in Paris, our Commissioner hosted a meeting in Brussels in March of experts from across the region. The aim was to identify tangible and viable areas of cooperation – to close the gap between the rhetoric and reality on the round and to ensure that this RECCA was better placed to make real progress on regional cooperation.

Why was it so important for us to do this? Firstly, because we want to help Afghanistan’s recovery from the years of continual conflict which have destroyed its economy and prevented it from playing its rightful role at the crossroads between Central, Southern and Western Asia.

But secondly, because regional cooperation has its own intrinsic value. Quite simply, the countries of Southern and Central Asia have many interests in common and have been interlinked for many generations; yet politically and economically, they remain deeply divided. This is the least integrated region of the world. The basic structures for cooperation exist: SAARC in Southern Asia; ECO in Central Southern Asia; and CAREC in Central Asia. Yet, I think it fair to say so far none of these has acquired the real traction they should.

As you know, the European Union started off as a regional economic cooperation organization. And whilst every region has its own needs and characteristics, I would note that regional cooperation helped to transform Europe from a war-torn continent into an economic and political force.

In part, Europe achieved this by putting political differences on one side and concentrating on technical areas – trade, transit, customs, competition and agriculture were the nucleus for European integration in the 1950s as they still are today. If there is a political message the European Union sends to the RECCA today, it is this.

I don’t wish now to rehearse the whole series of interventions that the European Commission is currently doing on a regional basis in South and Central Asia – we are involved in a host of regional programs covering border management, customs, fight against drugs and organized crime, support to health and refugees. And we will stay in these sectors in the years ahead.

Bur for the future, I come today with new ideas of how we can contribute.

Firstly, capitalizing on our experience on regional trade and transit within the EU, we stand ready to provide all the political and technical support needed to successfully conclude and assist in implementation of the new Trade and Transit Agreement between Pakistan and Afghanistan (APTTA) – such a crucial step for the region and one to be welcomed by all. Indeed, an “historic step” as Secretary Clinton remarked last week.

Secondly, building on our existing customs programs, we intend to provide further support to the alignment of the different customs services in the region as well as establish a new regional training facility for customs officers – much the same as we have done in the Balkans and Caucasus over the last 10 years.

Thirdly, and again at the borders, we will provide more resources for the fight against the narcotics trade and organized crime – sectors that regrettably already have flourishing regional cooperation (!). We intend to continue our work with UNODC and to take forward a new phase of the program aimed at stemming the movement of precursors  as well as supporting other border management counter-narcotics initiatives.

And finally, in the transport sector, the Commission will provide funds for a new pre-feasibility study for the set up of a national rail network in the region, vital for the galvanishing of trade.

I started by talking about follow-up – and it is here I shall end. We need to ensure that after Thursday, the momentum continues. And to help make this happen, I also commit the European Commission to providing all the support necessary – technical and financial – to the establishment of the appropriate mechanisms for following up on this RECCA. Already there are discussions of setting up a Secretariat for Regional Cooperation in Kabul to ensure the Afghan Government is in a better position to take forward and develop new regional programs with its neighbors. We will give this and similar facilities all the support they require as they establish themselves in the months ahead.

I hope this brief intervention helps set out where we believe the European Commission can play to this strengths in fostering regional cooperation, having as we do, the perspective of a regional organization set up some 50 years ago. We stand ready to contribute in a range of sectors and to work with existing and new partners in the months and year ahead. 

European Union 

By ETTORE FRANCESCO SEQUI

Excellencies, dear colleagues, Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me first of all congratulate the Government of Pakistan for having organized such an important event. 

This is the Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan I attend. I can witness that this process is strengthening and gaining impetus.

In December last year, in La Celle St Cloud, we discussed with Minister Qureshi, Minister Spanta and Ambassador Kai Eide -who are here today- the crucial political importance of economic Cooperation in this region.

In that occasion I stressed the need to have concrete deliverables in this Conference and to focus on concrete projects, in order to give a strong signal of a pragmatic and result oriented approach, which would be a very useful confidence measure exercise.

We are confronted with the magnitude of challenges of economic regional cooperation in Central Asia (lacking infrastructures; limited financial capacity etc.) 

To address this, Europe can offer a successful experience or regional integration. As the history of the European Communities shows, regional economic cooperation is also the result of political agreement and of the will to use the economy for greater understanding and the pursuit of common good. The achievement of similar visions for Central Asia, Afghanistan and its neighbours, at the end of this Conference, will be encouraged and strengthened. 

Almost all the most important Conferences on Afghanistan took place in Europe: Bonn, London, Rome, Paris and, more recently, The Hague.

Politics must be the key to create economic opportunities, but also the tool to remove existing obstacles. 

Opening borders, easing administrative procedures, facilitating transports and energy agreements is the basis of global economic growth in this part of the World, in order to ensure a wider and more equitable distribution of wealth and business opportunities throughout the region, with positive internal outcomes everywhere. 

“Physical infrastructures” are crucial but also “institutional infrastructures” play a decisive role. We need to focus on “hardware” (infrastructures), but also on “software” (customs procedures, transit and trucking agreements, more transparent and standardized regulations, etc.). 

We also need to pay a special attention to private sector, as an engine for development. 

We should stress, today, here in Islamabad, the Institutional, Economic and Regional dimension of security for this part of the world.

It is necessary to keep and regain momentum. 

The region should be more integrated and it is necessary to help Afghanistan to become more integrated in the region. This is crucial also in view of the challenge Afghanistan will face in 2009 and 2010.

It is a fact that the speed and sustainability of reconstruction of Afghanistan is in part dependent upon the economic reintegration of Afghanistan into the international community. Reintegration, in turn, is dependent upon the capability to promote Afghanistan’s trans-border linkages of communication, trade, transport, water, power and investment.

Increased regional economic cooperation is a key element of Afghanistan’s reconstruction strategy and international support. But even the broadest acknowledgement of the importance of a goal does not necessarily imply the inevitability of its success, unless we keep impetus and stay committed.

I wish to ensure you that in this difficult, but necessary endeavour, you can, and should, always rely on Europe. 

France

3ème conference régionale pour la coopération économique avec l’Afghanistan (RECCA)

---

Islamabad – 13/14 mai 2009

Eléments d’intervention lors de la session générale introductive

Mr Chairman,

Excellencies,

Dear colleagues,

First I’d like to thank the Pakistani government which kept its promise of hosting this conference, and worked hard, along its Afghan counterparts, to prepare it. 

Following on the political impulse given through the informal ministerial meeting chaired by Minister Kouchner last December, just recalled by Mr Sequi, France is very happy to see that this theme of the reinforcement of regional cooperation is now at the core of the efforts of the international community towards the stabilisation and development of Afghanistan. Our presence here today reflects the commitment we all share to Afghanistan’s cause, its recovery, and its gradual integration – or re-integration - into its regional environment.

Many events have taken place since then (or are about to take place) related to this theme. But for us, none of them can be more important than this present meeting. Why? Simply because we believe that it is ultimately for the countries of the region themselves to take in charge the development of the dialogue and cooperation among them. It is their utmost duty. 

That’s why France – which has also significantly reinforced in the last months its civil assistance to both Afghanistan and Pakistan - pushed so hard during last months for this present meeting to take place.

It strikes me besides how we European countries have a special interest to help make this come true. As minister Kouchner said in December, Europe’s history can, in this field, inspire Afghanistan and its neighbours. European experience could be useful. Many decades ago, peoples of Europe took a gamble on shoring up their economic cooperation via concrete projects. They took a gamble on unity and peace. 

To those, who think that the actual level of confidence in the region, hampered by insecurity, makes it difficult to develop links, exchanges, trade and transit, we answer that we must in fact pursue the opposite approach: let’s promote trade and cooperation, and confidence might follow. In Europe’s it’s an approach that has proven to work.
We are very grateful to Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner and her team for the preparatory meeting held on March 17 which helped to identify, for each specific aspect being covered by this general theme of regional cooperation, concrete projects to be discussed here today and tomorrow.

We must now build up on this good work and ensure that this conference results in the adoption by all countries concerned of such concrete projects. Therefore, I insist on that, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and all the countries of the region have to be both ambitious and very concrete in the way they intend to work together during and after this conference.

So, let me tell you how France think things should proceed during the two days we gather here, and which themes we hope to see talked about, and which projects we would like to see endorsed by Afghanistan and its neighbours.

First, we have a regret, noting that it is not foreseen for our debates to focus on the issue of water management, which will however prove to be a subject of growing concern in the relations of the countries of the region. We know that this is a sensitive issue and that tensions exist. It is precisely for that very reason that it would be more than useful to start working more closely and practically on this issue. 

That being said, let me focus on the projects that we support for endorsement during this conference and swift implementation afterwards:

· on trade and transit :

· Afghanistan – Pakistan agreement on transit trade  : it would be an extraordinary signal for the two countries, as well as a model for other such agreements to be signed by Afghanistan with its other neighbours; we are regularly said that negotiations are under way, including this morning : they must be concluded swiftly;

· Focus on a better border management with the creation of a customs academy in Kabul and its linking with such other bodies already existing in other countries;

· on energy and transport :

· we would like to see an agreement to launch the Torkham-Jalalabad railway project : we strongly support this proposal, as we believe that the rail network, which currently ends at Afghanistan’s borders, must be established within the country itself (for example, along the same route as the ring road), and thus should help to open up Afghanistan and to provide its hemmed-in populations with opportunities for economic and social development that so far haven’t reached them;

· on transfer of skills and people :

· We support any initiative that could help developing the exchanges of people and of skills: extension of scholarships; partnerships between universities, bilateral meetings of representatives of civil societies…

One last word on the follow-up of this conference, it shouldn’t be an isolated event. It should really become the dynamic process it was originally designed to be. Therefore we think it is needed that a secretariat for the RECC being established and we are confident that Afghanistan, its neighbours and others can agree on that (as well as on its location and its financing).

I thank you.

Germany 

Excellencies, Ambassadors, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,



We are pleased that the 3rd  Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA III) today opens here in Islamabad. 



We share the view that it is the basis of this Conference that political, economic and social cooperation on the regional level is indispensable to foster peace and prosperity in the region. Security in the countries of the region is also intimately interlined and at the same time has an often crucial impact on trade and economic cooperation. 



Germany is proud to be a committed partner of these efforts for more stability and well being, as illustrated by significant reconstruction and development funds made available to AFG, and by Germany’s spread heading role in promoting dialogue and cooperation between AFG and PAK that cam to be the “G-8-AG-Pak Initiative”. Currently, over 220 projects are implemented as part of this initiative, making the G8 Initiative a tangible success. 



RECCA-III in Islamabad must send out a clear and crucial political signal that both countries – in tandem with their neighbors and the international community- are dedicated to undertake targeted efforts to improve stability and to strengthen the conditions for development and economic prosperity. 



Despite some progress, especially regarding bilateral relations between AFG and PAK, there are still major obstacles for closer and productive economic relations between the countries of the region to overcome, for example, with respect to transit and trade in AFG, and between AFG and its neighbors.    



We are confident that this conference will advance new ideas for moving our agenda for this region ahead. From RECCA-I and II, we well reminder that we stressed the need to focus on realistic and concrete projects that are fast and easy to implement. Germany believes that this philosophy continues to be right.



As an example, small scale practical projects removing trade impediments could serve as a “reference for success” and make a difference to the people on the ground – to provide the encouragement which is needed to tackle longer term, large scale projects in border regions later. An important step in this direction would be new Transit Trade Agreement between AFG and PAK, in line with the recently signed Memorandum of Understanding to improve Trade and Accession Facilitation, agreed to at the trilateral meetings in Washington. We strongly encourage both AFG and PAK to take this initiative forward. 

Let me thank our Pakistan hosts for the organization of this Conference and express Germany’s hope a successful conclusion. 

Thank you !

India 

My delegation is delighted to be in Islamabad to participate in the third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Pakistan for the warm hospitability and welcome accorded to me and my delegation. 

India is confident that Afghanistan will truly prosper when it becomes a trade, transportation and energy hub between Central and South Asia. Afghanistan will be stable and flourish as much with grater regional cooperation as though internal actions. Besides promoting trade and investment, this could also promote trans border cooperation in drug trafficking, joint management of health and environment issues and above all, in ending cross border infiltration and terrorism. 

This Conference builds upon the Kabul Declaration adopted at the first RECCA of December, 2005 and is a follow up to the second Conference hosted in New Delhi in November, 2006. The two previous conferences reaffirmed the vision that regional economic cooperation is of central importance to the growth prospects of the region, and that such cooperation offers “win-win” situations for all. The five key focus areas of this conference, mining, infrastructure; health, labour movement and human resource development and overland trade and transit issues, would have a critical development impact on Afghanistan. At the same time, these would be of equal interest and benefit also to the countries of the region. 

India shares the collective commitment of the international community for the unity, integrity and prosperity of Afghanistan. A peaceful, democratic and pluralistic Afghanistan is in India’s interest, as much as of the region and the world at large. India’s expending partnership with Afghanistan covers all parts of the country and the entire gamut of development activities. It is also totally in line with Afghan priorities. To the extent possible, India has been using material and manpower resources locally available in Afghanistan or in the region to ensure cost effectiveness. 

Two of the major infrastructure sector projects that India has completed in Afghanistan in the past six months are directly relevant to the two of the major themes of this conference; trade and transit and energy infrastructure. On 21st January this year, President Karzai inaugurated the Zaranj-Delaram Highway. This 218 kilometers highway will further regional cooperation by promoting new trade and transit for Afghanistan through Iranian ports and a supplementary access for land-locked Afghanistan to the sea. The highway was drastically reduced the travel time taken between Zarang, the capital Nimroz and the Kandahar – Herrat highway, resulted in a ten fold increase in passenger and commercial goods traffic on that route and growth in customs revenues for Afghanistan. 

In the area of energy infrastructure, the construction of the 202 kilometers transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri to Kabut, which passes over the Salang Range at a height of over 3,700 meters, forms a critical part of the North Eastern Power System(NEPS). Since last Saturday, just four day age, the India built 200 KV sub-station at Chimtala, with a capacity to handle upto 300 MW of elelctricity, also went critical with electricity supplied by Uzbekistan over the new 220 KV line. This is a most welcome event for the residents of Kabul and for regional energy cooperation. 

Indian was happy to welcome Afghanistan, already a member of ECO, as the newest SAARC member at the New Delhi Summit in April, 2007, making SAARC’s boundaries contiguous to Iran and Central Asia. Under the SAARC framework, India has extended all possible support to Afghanistan, including the unilateral grant of zero duty access on a number of commodities of export interest to Afghanistan and unilateral reduction of its negative list.

India would be most happy to consider further strengthening its development efforts, bilaterally and in partnership with other donors, especially in the area of building of institutional capacity of Afghanistan. Given the decades of destruction and dismantlement of state structure, India’s latest efforts are holding accelerate the massive institution building currency underway in Afghanistan.

The time has come for implementation of meaningful cooperation projects of mutual benefit to countries of the region. We hope our discussions here would lead to this result. 

The Government and the people of India believe in interlined destinies of the people of South Asia and beyond. They cherish a vision of peace, stability and prosperity extending beyond the sub-continent. India will continue working with Afghanistan, the regional countries and the international community in this regard. 

I wish the conference every possible success.        

Iran 

By H.E. Mr. Ghaneh Zadeh,, Esteemed Director General of Western Asia of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

At first, I would like to express my gratitude to the esteemed government of Pakistan for hosting Regional Cooperation Meeting with regard to the issue of Afghanistan. We do hope that by considering the new realities of the region, this meeting will pave the ground fro further cooperation of all the countries of the region with the Government of Afghanistan in order to provide better conditions for Afghanistan.

If we review precisely that political and economic realities of the region, then we will come to know about the capacities and potentialities of different economic cooperation existing in the region. So undoubtedly by using this opportunity, we should recognize these capacities and potentialities and to make best use of them. It is evident that in today’s world the concepts such a security, economy and development are not separated and in fact they are deeply related to each others. The sustainable security can be materialized only if there is development and at the same time the infrastructure of development is based on security. On the other hand interaction of the economies of the region have created deep dependency among the countries of the region to the extent that they are not willing to jeopardized their long term interests by doing ill considered actions. Thus this fact bring sustainable security for our region as it happened in other parts of the world like Europe. Islamic Republic of Iran essentially welcome regional cooperation and firmly believes that all these cooperation should be at the interests of all the parties so that we witness the continuation of cooperation in different fields. 

So in order to provide facilities in this regard and pave the ground for increasing the regional trade cooperation, it is necessary to pay attention to the economic infrastructure and cultural similarities of the countries of the region. In this regard the expansion of three lateral economic cooperation between Iran and neighboring countries, have been put in to agenda and in this regard various meetings were held among Iran, Tajikistan and Afghanistan in the fields of transport, transit and transfer of energy. Also the regional cooperation within ECO framework with regard to trade development and transit of goods through Afghanistan, were all taken into consideration in the agenda of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Here, with regard to 3rd meeting of regional cooperation which is being held in Islamabad, I would like to refer to the measures taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran with regard to Afghanistan.     Since eight years back the Islamic Republic of Iran as neighboring country and after collapse of Tliban in Afghanistan has adopted a principle policy vis-à-vis Afghanistan and thus played very important role in providing peace, stability and sustainable development in Afghanistan and also in the process of reconstruction and strengthening of  the new government in Afghanistan, Iran has a great role and will continue its efforts in future. 

Till new the Islamic Republic of Iran has paid 300 million US $ grant for reconstruction of Afghanistan. The main part of Iran financial grant to Afghanistan was for constructing infrastructure installations such as construction of roadway, bridge and also supply energy. Construction of these installations play very important role in development of infrastructures of this country. In the field of highway, the construction of transit roadway of Dongharoon to Harrat and continuation of the circular route from Harrat to Meymaneh in the north of Afghanistan and thus connecting this country to Central Asian countries. Also connecting the corridor of south to corridor of centre and north of Afghanistan through Chah-Bahar and border bride of Milk, play important role for connecting the transit highways corridors of Afghanistan to the sea and free ports in Oman sea and Persian Gulf. 

The important project of constructing railways between Khavaf and Harrat which under construction at present, will bring great progress in the field of transit and connecting Afghanistan to the countries in the region or outside region(Europe). Connecting to the railway corridors of central Asia, Turkey and Europe through Iran and also joining to Iran’s railway corridor which can transport commodities and passengers to Afghanistan through Bandar Abbas, can play very significant role in the development and growth of economy. 

During recent years the policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran has always been based on encouraging of private sector for investment in Afghanistan. Iran has always paid attention and considered the importance of providing necessary facilities for Iranian companies in Afghanistan and similarly providing insurance policies for Afghan import companies. In the last year’s meeting in Paris, the Islamic Republic of Iran declared that the granting of new banking facilities to private sector would be 300 million $ for the period of three years.            

The implementation mechanisms for granting this credit to the Government of Afghanistan is in our agenda and shall be considered accordingly. During last 3 decades the Islamic Republic of Iran received more than 3 millions afghan citizens and this process is still continuing. During all these years, significant expenditures have been paid for Afghan citizens in different sections of Iran. In this regard, we tried to provide educational facilities for youth Afghan citizens in Iran so that they would be literated while returning back to their country. About 5 thousands Afghan citizens who are living in Iran, are studying in Iran’s universities in different courses such as ; Medicine, engineering and agriculture and in this regard it has been suggested to the state and public organizations of Afghanistan to provide a special fund for paying special salary to these experts and specialists who have been graduated abroad but have retuned back to Afghanistan. It is obvious that participation of the above mentioned Afghan experts and specialists can play important rule in the process of the reconstruction of Afghanistan. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran not only granted financial aid to Afghanistan, but also in order to develop connecting roadways network with Afghanistan as destination and providing necessary facilities for the expansion of trade and transit of goods to Afghanistan through the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has various projects which are under consideration and are supported financially by national budget. The budget which has been allocated for the implementation of these projects are approximately about 2 billion US $. The order measures taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran and are still under considerations in our agenda are as under :-

 
Providing facilities for Afghan traders and businessmen in south parts our country particularly in Chah Bahar Free zone; reduction of taxes and tariffs concerning Afghanistan; increasing parts’ capacity regarding transit of goods to Afghanistan; increasing official boarder passages; increasing the capacities of terminals in the boarder of Afghanistan; expanding economic cooperation with regard to trade, transit and reconstruction of Afghanistan. 

At the end I would like to recall that Afghanistan is important country in our region and its domestic and internal conditions can have great effects on the security and stability of the region, thus any step taken for creating stability and economic development in Afghanistan, not only will create process for Afghanistan but rather it will be considered as a step for creation of peace and security in the region and in the world. The Islamic Republic of Iran has always been concern about instability and insecurity in Afghanistan and thus considers any positive development and changes in this regard as a process for the process of regional and national security. 

I avail myself of this opportunity and once again express my gratitude and appreciation to the host country and all participants.    

Italy 
Dear Mr. Chair, Excellencies, honorable guests: 

First of all let me congratulate both the Governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan for having convened this third session of RECCA and the Government of Pakistan for the warm hospitality and the complete preparatory work. 

We have two reasons for welcoming today’s meeting: firstly we are happy to see a new session of a process started in 2005 in Kabul and based on the idea that economic development has to be grounded on regional cooperation. Secondly, we appreciate the growing level of accuracy for the analysis of the problems and the formulation of concrete proposals for and detail their solution. It is upcoming frequencies for success. 

More generally since the last months we have been witnessing an increased attention of the international community to the regional approach. The succession of official meetings and other gatherings seems to confirm the growing awareness that regional challenges require first of all regional answers with the support – of course – of international community.

Time is now ripe for action. Specific goals, targets and projects and detailed implementation appear now at our reach if the political will is consistent with the present level of ambitions.

If we look at the rich agenda, we can appreciate how much several items here debated are interwined. Consequently the progress registered in one are bound to affect several other achievements. Water (across boundaries) are the most obvious examples.

This link represents an additional reason for enlarging cooperation among countries in the region and putting aside past reservations.

In order to continue this course of action, Italy as G8 Presidency decided to make use of the ministerial meeting due on 26 and 27 June in Trieste for an outreach session dedicated to Afghanistan, Pakistan and the entire region.

Stability in Afghanistan is a “common public good”. There is, therefore, a need for a new impulse which would directly commit the international community to “act together” to help consolidate stability in Afghanistan. The G 8 is in the best position to mobilize other relevant countries in such endeavor. In particular the G8 can:

· Strengthen the international community’s commitment to accompany the current process of stabilization in Afghanistan;

· Foster a better coordinated action within the main international for a and organizations;

· Help revitalize the regional dimension of the stabilization in Afghanistan. 

The aim of a G8 initiative on Afghanistan would be twofold:

a. To ensure that ongoing initiatives and today compare is an example -  receive the necessary political support from those countries which can play a useful role;

b. To engage these countries in contributing to a number of concrete actions to further stability in Afghanistan.

Italy intends to focus the attention of the G8 and other partners on 4 specific areas, namely: 

· Border Management: is an indispensable tool for any workable regional approach. Dubai Process as best practice has to be supported and presented as a muster for further similar initiatives; capacity building (e.g. through regionally-focussed training) and physical infrastructures are already part of the experience on the field.

· Trafficking: narcotics, money laundering, precursors, smuggling – often falling under UNODC schemes – have to be included with an eye to a balanced approach in managing borders without hampering trade and exchange; even in this case control capacity has to be enlarged.

· Economic and Social Development: starting from the existing Afghanistan – Pakistan initiative expand the focus on activities aimed at job and income generation in the region; very high on the list remain agriculture and rural development, private sector involvement, long-term infrastructure development (in particular energy distribution – CASA1000 – and transportation), trade and transit arrangements (importance of APTA finalization) as well as many other regulatory aspects; education and vocational training; refugee issue.

· People-to-people contacts: a track II  process under this denomination suits more the cultural sensitivity and accommodate the wide set of potential examples of concrete projects to be stimulated in sectors such as NGO, culture, media by fostering community level contacts; delegations agreed on continued support to cross border jirga process.

We trust the present discussion will be fruitful and productive of specific outcomes. In any case, Trieste meeting will offer a new opportunity to advance further on this path of cooperation made of a variety of dimensions. 

Japan 

By H.E. Mr. Masaki OKADA, Ambassador in charge of Afghanistan Assistance Coordination
Distinguished Guests:
Good morning/afternoon. On behalf of the government of Japan, I would like to begin by welcoming the Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The initiative taken by the Government of Pakistan and willingness of the Government of Afghanistan to realize this conference is greatly appreciated. 

Stability of Afghanistan is the key for stability and development of the entire region. Therefore, it is essential that discussions related to maintaining long-term stability in Afghanistan also taken into consideration the entire region. To realize this goal, it is imperative that regional cooperation is attained between Afghanistan and its neighboring countries. Also vital to this process is that countries in the region, with their ownership, begin working collectively with Afghanistan as responsible, autonomous nations striving towards a mutual goal. Thus, I am extremely pleased that Pakistan has taken the initiative by hosting this conference, while Afghanistan and the neighboring countries expressed solid commitment towards attaining regional cooperation.

Japan believes that a regional approach that focuses on close relations with neighboring countries and regions is foremost. Regional cooperation between Afghanistan and its neighbors such as Pakistan and Iran, Central Asia etc. are interrelated and all encompassing from the perspective of Afghanistan’s sustained economic growth, to tacking terrorism and extremism in the region. Japan will continue to provide maximum support as along as Afghanistan and its neighboring countries collectively express a strong passion to attain regional cooperation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Government of Japan is strongly committed to providing assistance for the stability of Afghanistan. Starting in 2001, out of the 2 billion dollars of aid pledged by Japan, 1.78 billion dollars has been used on the following three pillars: 1) improvement of security; 2) promotion of the political process and reconciliation; and 3) creation of the foundation for economic development and human resources. Such assistance includes various projects that have contributed to regional cooperation.

Late last month, with the assistance of Japan, the 114 kilometer Kandahar – Grishuk road, a part of Kandahar-Heart Ring Road, was completed. While knowing that the area is one of the most non-secure regions, Japan recognized the strategic importance of this road. Therefore, although there were a large number of fatalities, we worked tirelessly to complete this vital passage as soon as possible. We hope that the road would serve as a major artery enabling support for the economic growth of Afghanistan. Additionally, Japan’s contribution towards road construction in Afghanistan has reached 650 kilometers and includes the road to the border of Uzbekistan, as well as the road from Kandahar to Spin-bordak.

In the transportation field, construction of Kabul International Airport terminal building was completed last November and is scheduled to be fully operational within the near future.

In the field of border management, during the 2nd Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan, Japan expressed desire to assist in the Afghanistan-Tajikistan, Ai Khanem of Takhar province border project, and in fact we implemented this project. Currently, under the support of IOM and UNODC, Japan is assisting with border management by constructing police posts and providing equipment in the province of Nimroz, located at the Border of Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. Moreover, through the OSCE Partnership Fund, Japan is cooperating with Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyz authorities in the capacity building of Afghan border management staff.

Japan has also provided assistance to neighboring countries leading to stability of the region. When Prime Minister Aso was Japan’s Foreign Minister, he presented a vision that included creating distribution routes from the Arabian Sea to Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Central Asia. Japan is currently working to actualize this vision. Construction of new railways in Uzbekistan and roads in Tajikistan are part of such assistance. I hope that these projects, together with infrastructure development in the region, will produce greater economic results in the future.

During his visit to Iran, Japan’s Foreign Minister Nakasone announced with Iran’s Foreign Minister Mottaki an initiative related to implementing joint Japan-Iran projects on counter-narcotics and refugee assistance, aimed at furthering stability and development of Afghanistan.

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Forces are also actively taking part in the international effort to eradicate terrorism by providing replenishment support to maritime interdiction operations in the Indian Ocean.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My last remark concerns the stability of Pakistan which is vital to the stability of Afghanistan. As the movement by the international community to eradicate terrorism is at a critical stage, the Government of Japan hosted the Pakistan Donors Conference and the Friends of Democratic Pakistan Ministerial Meeting last month in Tokyo. During the conference the international community reaffirmed its support for the stable development of Pakistan and expressed pledges amounting to 5 billion dollars; far exceeding the 4 billion dollars requested by Pakistan. There is no doubt that Pakistan’s sincere efforts to tackle the huge challenges of economic reform and counter-terrorism are crucial for the neighboring region, to include Afghanistan, as well as the stability and prosperity of the international community. Hence, it is imperative that the international community support these efforts. Japan will use the outcome of the Tokyo Conference to cooperate with all the associated countries to ensure the stability of not only Afghanistan and Pakistan, but the entire region as a whole.

In particular, the key for stabilizing Afghanistan and Pakistan is to stabilize their border areas; therefore, we will support that effort by the two countries.

As tangible support of these efforts, Japan has assisted in the construction of schools, as well as, various community development projects in provinces near the borders in Afghanistan. Japan has also assisted in the stabilization of Federally Administered Tribal Areas in Pakistan through the building of schools and health projects. We vow to continue providing as much support as we possibly can.

Finally, I would like to close by emphasizing again that the progress of regional cooperation relies on the ownership of the Government of Afghanistan and the regional countries all working together to create a synergistic relationship to attain a mutual goal. I assure you that Japan will continue to be a reliable partner and provide maximum assistance to your collective cause.

Thank you all for your undivided attention. 

Kyrgyz Republic

By Mr. Ermek Ibraimov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Esteemed Mr. Chairman,

Esteemed colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, I express my deep gratitude to Pakistani side for good organization of our meetings. We consider this Conference as a very importance mechanism for elaborating joint efforts on economic assistance to friendly Afghanistan and as an expression of our international obligations to support the Government and people of this country.

The forthcoming presidential elections in Afghanistan are crucial in terms of future of this country. We hope they will be conducted in accordance with all international standards and will contribute to long awaited economic and political stabilization there.

Kyrgyzstan supports the efforts of International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and the United Nationals Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) and believes that systematic and comprehensive approach has to prevail today, which will include political, economic and humanitarian aspects along with military constituent. 

Fully supporting comprehensive ways of solving the Afghan problems, President of Kyrgyzstan Kurmanbek Bakiev has proposed the so-called “Bishkek initiative”, in the frameworks of which Bishkek is ready to become a place for peaceful negotiations between confronting parties in Afghanistan under the aegis of the UN and other international institutions because without concord and consensus in the Afghan society it is impossible to reach sustainable economic development. 

We welcome aspirations of the Government of Afghanistan to be involved in regional integration processes and appeal to international organizations to involve more actively the Afghan Government into realization of regional projects and regional cooperation.

Given the reality, international community has to amend the long-term program for economic resurrection of Afghanistan under the auspices of the UN, all concerned states and international organizations, including neighboring and contiguous countries, have to participate in realization of this program.

Kyrgyz enterprises which deal with production of building materials, electric equipment and other goods, may take part in this program. Besides, Kyrgyzstan may offer its construction and other specialists for revival of Afghan infrastructure.

I may mention that Kyrgyzstan is undertaking efforts in assisting Afghanistan. So, in the first half of 2009 Kyrgyzstan jointly with the OSCE plans to start education projects for the Afghan custom specialists. 70 students from Afghanistan already have their studies in the Kyrgyz universities. 

In conclusion, I would like to assure that Kyrgyzstan fully supports the efforts for solving the Afghan crisis. We think it is necessary to find new ways to resolve it and elaborate comprehensive strategy on Afghanistan in regional context. 

Thank you for your attention.

Pakistan

Pakistan has very close political, cultural and economic ties with Afghanistan. The Joint Economic Commission established between the two countries meets regularly and deliberates on the issues of bilateral cooperation in different fields. Through the platform of JEC both countries have facilitated trade through tariff and customs facilitation. The volume of trade has almost doubled during the last five years. It stands at US$ 1.4 billion which, however, does not correspond to the potential that exists between both the countries. We are working to further improve our bilateral trade. The new Afghanistan Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement will be a landmark in improving trade links between the two countries. Pakistan is making massive investment in infrastructure – ports, roads and rail roads. This will help facilitate Afghan transit trade as well. Pakistan and Afghanistan have recently agreed to finalize the APTA by the end of current year. The first round of negotiations is taking place in Islamabad on the afternoon of 14th May. During this meeting, agreement will be reached on the guidelines and timeframe for finalization of the agreement.

Pakistan has committed a grant of US$ 300 million for development projects in Afghanistan. This grant is meant for construction of roads, hospitals and education institutions in Afghanistan. Pakistan has also offered 1000 scholarships to Afghan students in higher education. We are also working out facilities for Afghan nationals in the fields of technical and vocational education. Other fields of cooperation include agriculture and food, counter narcotics, science and technology, and health.

The Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan provides an opportunity to reassure international commitment for reconstruction and development of Afghanistan. Due to its specific geographical location, Afghanistan is a gateway between central and south Asia and east and west. It development and reconstruction will open avenues of opportunities for the neighboring countries. There is need for holistic approach and integration to maximize the gains. We further suggest that an institutional mechanism may be established in Afghanistan to monitor and review the progress implementation of the Islamabad declaration.

Thank You.

Russian Federation 

By H.E. Mr. Andrey Budaik, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Russia is interested in democratic, stable and prosperous Afghanistan. We believe that further energetic efforts of the international community are needed to reconstruct the Afghan economy, to solve problems of the country. Russia makes its valued contribution to these efforts. It was with the Russian assistance that more than 140 infrastructure facilities were constructed in the industrial, transport and energy sectors of Afghanistan. In 2007, Moscow wrote off 10 billion US dollars of the Afghan debt. Russian technicians working in Afghanistan facilitate its economic development. They are employed in the reconstruction work of Nagly hydropower station and construction of mini-hydropower stations in various Afghan provinces. Lately, they also conducted an examination of the operating conditions of the strategic tunnel “Salang”

Russia provides assistance to Afghanistan in the field of education as well. Notwithstanding the international financial crisis related problems, the Government of Russia has decided to allocate funds for reconstruction of Kabul Polytechnic University, promoting the development of the Afghan higher education sector. We continue our assistance in training the Afghanistan’s professional community. Recently, Russia has increased the number of scholarships granted to Afghan citizens for studying in Russian colleges and universities. In the town of Domodedovo officials of the Afghanistan’s narcotics control agencies attended refresher courses. Along with the Afghan military officers already receiving training in Russia it is expected that Afghan law enforcers will have such an opportunity in the nearest future. Russia facilitates the development of the defense potential of Afghanistan. 

Russia also provides considerable humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan. This year we already supplied 18 thousand metric tons of wheat flour and 40 tons of humanitarian goods including diesel generators, tents, clothes and medicines to satisfy essential needs of the Afghan people. 

In our opinion, Afghanistan can benefit from implementation of promising regional projects such as construction of railways, power transmission lines, and gas pipelines, enhancement of transit trade with the neighboring countries. 

Undoubtedly, it is impossible to have the Afghanistan’s economy developed without ensuring security in that country. The main obstacles to peaceful and constructive development of Afghanistan are terrorism, drug trafficking and organized crime. Bilateral interaction between Russia and Afghanistan as well as our cooperation with other international and regional actors to cope with these threats are gaining momentum. Some useful practical mechanisms were agreed upon at the SCO International Conference on Afghanistan held in Moscow in March this year. The same month we signed Intergovernmental Agreement with Afghanistan on cooperation in combating illegal drugs trafficking which may give a new impetus to our joint efforts in this field.       

Sweden 

Chairman – Colleagues and Friends

We are gathered in Islamabad at challenging time for the two neighbouring countries Afghanistan and Pakistan. Sweden acknowledges the leadership showed by the Government of Pakistan for arranging this conference at a time when the international community is reenergizing its commitment to the region. We well come the improved relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan and comment President Zardari and President Karzai for showing the direction in this respect.
Increased Regional Cooperation is at the centre of peaceful and proceferred development in the region. Real boost of regional economic integration in trade in goods, food items and services, as well as exchange of ideas,  competencies and expertise has the potential to dwarf all other efforts to develop Afghanistan.  Sweden’s commitment to Afghanistan is broad and long term with a significant development program of more than a quarter of billion dollars since 2002. Launching a new and enhanced development strategy this year for the reminder of Afghan National Development Strategy Period, Sweden’s contribution to development Afghanistan will increase in the years to come.  My delegation strongly hopes that during this session Afghanistan and its neighbours will be able to set emotional processes that will lead to immediate, concrete intangible progress for the benefit of the people of the region.    Let me stress the following points:
•
Strengthening cooperation on border management with the clear goal of easing exchange of people and goods was more effectively stopping flows of drugs, weapons and insurgents. 

•
Capacity building and development of Afghan human capital through training and technical assistance. This is a key feature in a sustainable Afghan ownership of its future development. In this context we also well come the Pakistan offers to provide the scholarships to Afghan nationals.  

•
Trade is key a proffers economic development in the region. We well come the signed MOU to restart negotiation on a transit trade agreement.
Refugee rehabilitation any return of Afghan refugees needs to be volunteery safe and dignified. We stress importance of sustainable integration of returnees in to the Afghan society. Sweden is supporting the assessment to and protection of Afghan refugees through UNICEF.   We well come the opportunity for private sector interchange at the parallel business conference. Private sector development is a focus area in the new Sweden Development Strategy for Afghanistan. 
The importance of the good governance and anticorruption. One of the main obstacles to sustainable economic and social development is the lack of governance and endemic corruption. My government regrets that aspects of good governance and corruption are not part of our deliberations. We strongly believe that at needs to included in any future RECCA meetings.           

Tajikistan 

By The Minister of Foreign Affairs

Your Excellency Syed yousaf Raza Gillani – The Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Your Excellency Hamid Karzai – The Prime Mnister of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to express my gratitude to Pakistani Brothers for the invitation to the conference which is of vital importance for the region.

I am confident that today’s conference will result in a new contribution to the development and prosperity of the regional countries including, first of all, the Islamic Republic Afghanistan.

Afghanistan has significant potential for cooperation. The priority areas can be named as follow:


1.
Hydro Power Development. This issue has a vital and strategic importance not only for Afghanistan but for the Central Asian countries as well. We believe that hydroelectric development in Tajikistan including the construction of new hydro power plants being the source of cheap and clean energy can contribute to the economic development of the region including, first of all Afghanistan.


2. 
The usage of Afghanistan’s transit potential through construction of highways, railways and transmission equipments. Putting into operation 5 road bridges on cross- border river Panj especially ‘Dusti’ Road Bridge has increase trade turnover between Afghanistan and Tajikistan as well as other neighboring countries many times. 


3.
The Republic of Tajikistan is ready to participate in qualified training for Afghanistan in such areas as military, agriculture, polytechnic, education and medicine.


4.
Tajikistan is ready to contribute to the implementation of projects on electricity supply from Central Asian countries, rehabilitation and construction of economic infrastructure of Afghanistan including, first of all, international highways reservoirs, dams and hydro power plants, transmission equipments and so on. 


5.
The Republic of Tajikistan proposes to boost the construction of ‘Tallr-Kobul-Peshovar’ (CASA-1000) transmission lines as well as to support the draft project of the construction of Tajikistan-Afghanistan 220 transmission line.


6.
The construction of ‘Hirot-Mazori Sharif Sherkhon Bandar-Panji Poyan’ railways and roads is an important aspect in the economic rehabilitation of Afghanistan.


7. 
The Republic of Tajikistan continuously stands for providing Afghanistan with international humanitarian assistance and we are ready to contribute to its delivery via Tajikistan’s roads.


I believe that delivery of humanitarian suppliers from European countries via Tajikistan is shortest route.


At the same time I am confident that out readiness and good will aimed at cooperation and further development of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan will result in real contribution to the economic rehabilitation and development of Afghanistan.


Thank You for attention!!!

TURKMENISTAN 

By H.E. MR. SAPAR BERDINIYAZOV 

Relations between Turkmenistan and Afghanistan are based on observing principles of neighborhood and non-interference policy. 

Trade and Economic relations between Turkmenistan and Afghanistan are developing basically in the field of supplying oil products and electric energy . Diesel, Petrol, liquefied gas, air Kerosene and other goods are imported by Afghan private companies and the sale prices of all raw materials are below of world market prices.

Negotiations are under way on existing experts’ commission for the construction of transnational gas pipeline “Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India”. Realization of this project will employ 12000 (twelve thousand) afghans and also will give financial profits to the state budget. The total length of this pipeline is 1680 km out of which 145 km will be in the territory of Turkmenistan, 735 km in the territory of Afghanistan and 800 km in the territory of Pakistan.

Turkmen-Afghan inert-government commission is one of the effective mechanisms of further promote trade and economic cooperation between the two countries, the last meeting of this commission was held in Ashgabat on 14th July, 2008.

ELECTRIC ENERGY COOPERATION

Electric energy supply from Turkeminstan for Afghanistan is another important sphere of the cooperation between the two countries.

In the context above following projects have been completed:

On March, 2002 the construction of 110 kV (Kilovolts) electricity transmission line ‘Ymamnazar-Andhoy-Shiberghan-Mazari-Sharif’ was completed at the cost of 2.6 million US dollars financed by Turkmen side. According to the existing agreements Turkmen electric energy began to supply on March, 2003 at the price 2 cents USA for 1 kV (kilovolt).

On October, 2003 the construction of 102 km of 220 KV’s electricity transmission line “Serhetabat-Herat” had been successfully finished.

At the second term 2008 the line’s voltage was increased up to 220 kV (kilovolt) with the purpose to increase the carrying capacity of the line up to 50 megawatt and to increase the capacity of supplying Turkmen electric energy to 400 Million KVt per hour. 

Before electricity transmission line “Serhetabat-Herat” was used on nominal voltage 110 kV (kilovolt) and supply of 165 (one hundred sixty five)  Million KVt per hour at the price  2 US cent for 1 kV (kilovolt).

Besides, according to decree which has signed by President of Turkmenistan H.E., Gurbanguly Berdimuhamdedov. 50% of Afghan’s debt, which total sum was (3.78) million US dollars, was excused for the early supply electro energy. 

Also, at present time Turkmen side proposes the construction of two electric power stations in Lebap region and Electric Transmission Line with the assistance one of the international organization. In this connection both sides are carrying out projecting, providing technical material, and building all necessary energy projects for transferring 300 Megawatt for supply of 500 kilovolt Turkmen electro energy to national energy system of Afghanistan.
Particularly, Turkmen side has offered to begin the construction 500 kilovolt Electric Transmission Line

Besides, in prospect Turkmenistan has plan transfer Turkmen’s electro energy also to the west province of Afghanistan.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

At present time Turkmenistan makes every steps of assistance to reconstruction Afghan’s economic framework. Particularly, on March 2007, Turkmen delegation which was headed by Vise-president of Turkmen world Humanitarian association School goods, textile and other products were distributed in Jouzjan, Balkh and Khunduz province. Also book about Turkmenistan were given to Balkh University.

Last year when winter was anomaly cold in Central Asia region President of Turkmenistan H.E., Gurbanguly Berdimuhamendov decided to send humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan, particularly food, clothes and diesel oil. This assistance consists on 1000 tons of flour, 500 tons of diesel oil and 700 komplects of winter clothes have been delivered to the northern afghan province: Faryab, Jouzjan, Balkh, Badghis and Kunduz on February, 2008.

On august 2008 President of Turkmenistan H.E. Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov signed a decree to send aid of 6 tons of vegetable oil, 6 tons of foodstuffs accessories and textile products to Maruchak, arsary and Charhob villages of Badhis province.

RAILWAYS

On 17th June, 2007 two kilometer of railway track “Serhetabad-Turgundi” was inaugurated, which was rehabilitated by Turkmen engineers. Turkmen side spent 550 000 USD on this project. 

In addition to that President of Turkmenistan H.E. Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov proposed project for the construction of new 85 kilometer railway line “Atamurad -Imamnazar-Akkina”, during his meetings with President of Afghanistan H.E. Hamid Karzai. Practical realization of this project will extend the length of the said track about two to three kilometers inside Afghan territory with building up transport terminals. This infrastructure can further increase trade activity of Afghanistan into different directions.

Turkmen side continuously holding active dialogue with Afghan side towards intensifying transport potentials between the two countries.

EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE & CULTURE INTERACTION

Under this program Afghan scholars and creative personalities are regularly taking part in ongoing International Scientific Conferences, festivals and 
other cultural activities in Turkmenistan. Fellow countrymen – Ethnic Turkmens are frequently visiting native mother land and taking part in the forums held under World Turkmen Humanitarian Association.

Similarities of traditions, culture, religion and language of our countries are further strengthening the humanitarian and cultural relationship between our nations.

It is important to mention over here that there is a plan to hold Turkmen Cultural Days in Afghanistan and Afghan Cultural Days in Turkmenistan in the year 2010.

Sports are another field, where both countries are enjoying close bilateral cooperation. In this regard there are proposals to hold different kind of sport activities with the participation of sportsmen from both sides.

It is preferred in the near future further enhance direct contact between boarder line regions in particular Mary and Lebap province of Turkmenistan with North-west region of Afghanistan in different fields.

EDUCATION OF AFGHAN NATIONALS IN THE TURKMEN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS


At the eve of affirmation made on 07-03-2002 between government of Turkmenistan and Interim government of Afghanistan; on 23 September 2003 the President of Turkmenistan signed a decree under which Turkmen side initially allotted thirty vacancies on yearly basis for Afghan Nationals for language courses. After one year of the language courses these Afghan nationals are directly accepted in Higher Education Institutions of Turkmenistan. It is further informed that the first batch of Afghan students came in January, 2004 Nowadays the Afghan students are under going studies in different Higher Education Institutions of Turkmenistan, which are situated in different province of the country as well as in the capital Ashgabat. 

Turkey 

Chairman, Delegates Dear colleagues, first and foremost I would like to express my thanks to brotherly Pakistan for hosting this Conference. It is our hope that the conference will yield positive results for economic cooperation in the region.
We always believed and voiced the fact that the joint and coordinated efforts of the international community is essential for improving the life standards of the Afghan people. Today we happily witness that the approach of the international community of Afghanistan is being  refocused. Most recently at the third Trilateral Summit held in Ankara, Presidents of Afghanistan and Pakistan expressed their common will for joint approach in overcoming the current problems. In the same vein, a Trilateral Summit was held in the United States. In this context we also welcome the recent agreement at that meeting to finalize transit trade Agreement within this year. All these are positive contributions. 
From the outset, we have been advocating that only military means would not be sufficient for finding lasting and feasible solution to the challenges faced by Afghanistan. Civilian efforts in the political, social, diplomatic and economic fields are essential. We are also glad to see the international community’s thinking is converging on the civilian dimension.
Another point that needs attention is the importance of increase in Afghan national capabilities to handle this civilian surge. We are not here to do things in Afghanistan. This argument falls short of our mission. We are here to assist building Afghan capabilities that will be able to handle all aspects of modern statecraft on its own.

We must keep in mind that the Afghan owned solutions will address the existing problems much more effectively. Ultimately, it is the government and people of Afghanistan that have to find long lasting solutions.

Today there is an urgent need for a well coordinated major economic development program for Afghanistan. Such a program should focus on improving the agriculture health sectors and building the capacity of the private sector. A major drive in the education sector should complement this, so that the future workforce of a sustainable economy can be prepared. 
Regional approach is another important dimension. The Regional Cooperation Conferences on Afghanistan is succession have been the bastion of the regional dimension. We believe that the five working groups established will cover essential needs of Afghanistan during our deliberation and follow up work is also of great importance.
At the end of my speech, I wand to underline that Turkey is willing to host the next RECCA meeting. 

Dear guests, once more I would like to express our heartfelt support for this conference. Thank your very much. 

UAE

Mr. Chairman, Distinguish delegates  
Excellencies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to express thanks and appreciation on behalf of the Government of the United Arab Emirates to the Governments of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for the kind invitation to participate in this conference.

This conference is being held to highlight the importance of supporting the Afghan economy and the promotion of trade among countries of the region and other States, regional and international organizations and financial institutions that seek to help Afghanistan to reconstruct what has been destroyed in warns and conflicts. It also look for assisting this country to take the advantage of available investment opportunities in the process of reconstructing Afghanistan, like productive agriculture which considered alternative to drug cultivation. In addition to that, it will also help the country to exploit natural resources, operate factories and invest in infrastructure projects of roads, communications, energy and telecommunication that will lead to creating jobs and accelerating the process of economic development. This development will have positive impacts on the Afghan people and will support the process of stability and security in Afghanistan and the region. But that requires further efforts of the Afghan Government to legislate rules and laws that protect investors and facilitate investment requirements.

Mr. Chairman,

The United Arab Emirates has been participating in international conferences on the reconstruction of Afghanistan since the Tokyo conference 2002, Berlin Conference in 2004, London conference 2006 and Paris Conference 2008. The United Arab Emirates also including participated in the first and second phases of this conference.

Based on its aspiration and interest in supporting the reconstruction and development efforts, the UAE has devoted a large part of its international contributions to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in the form of humanitarian and economic aid covering all fields and in most provinces in Afghanistan. The total UAE aid and support donated to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is 550 million dollars. This is included in the reconstruction projects from 2002 until the beginning of this year.

The charity and human welfare organizations in United Arab Emirates has contributed in financing many projects especially building Sheik Zayed City in Kabul, psychiatric hospital and maternity and childhood hospital. Similarly, a number of government agencies in UAE provided aid and support to Afghanistan particularly the project of reconstructing the Afghan police center and building of the border district control in Kabul. In addition to that, the Government has undertaken a commitment of US$ 30 million at Tokyo Conference 2002 and US$ 250 million in the Paris Conference 2008.

The UAE projects of supporting Afghanistan were not confined to grants and assistance, but it extended to strengthening trade and economic relations and investment, by signing a number of bilateral agreements and forming a joint committee between the two countries. In addition, there are some UAE companies operating in of Afghanistan, such as UAE Ettisalat Company and Thuraya Telecommunications Company. Emirates is considered as the gateway to Afghanistan.

In conclusion, I hope this conference will achieve the goals for which it is being held and success in its work to serve the economic cooperation in all its related areas so that It could achieve the stability and security in Afghanistan and the region.  

USA

The Chairman, excellencies fellow delegates.

The US applauds the initiative shown by the Governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan in organizing this conference, and especially Pakistan for graciously offering to hot.

I also want to recognize our colleague from the United Kingdom, Ambassador Cowper-Coles, for his Government’s contribution to launching this process with Afghanistan in 2005. We thank UNAMA and the European Commission for their preparatory assistance that made today possible.

The United States Government strongly supports this home grown regional process examining potential economic cooperation.

I am particularly pleased to see today much participation by the private sector and by the Central Asian countries.

President Obama has committed the United States to a comprehensive, robust strategy to assist Afghanistan and Pakistan. Last week, President Obama met with Presidents Karzai and Zardari in Washington. The three leaders reaffirmed a broad range of commitments to our strategic partnership, including increasing cooperation on security, trade, agricultural development, and job creation. I am especially pleased that Ministers Qureshi and Spanta signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Washington last week on finalizing a new transit trade treaty by year’s end. We understand that the first bilateral meeting to begin these negotiations will take place tomorrow on conclusion of our conference.

Our delegation looks forward to discussing the concrete outcomes of the Washington Trilateral meetings – particularly on regional cooperation on trade, Reconstruction Opportunity Zones, agriculture, and energy – and building collaboratively on the progress made there.

Other countries and organizations are stepping up their efforts in the region as well:

These include the ministerial meeting March 31 in the Hague and Shanghai Cooperation Organization meeting in Mascow. And  Italy has announced its intention to host a G8 ministerial meeting with Afghanistan, Pakistan and neighbouring  countries in late June. We welcome this range of effort in support of Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Coordination across the region and among partners will be essential in moving forward on stability and towards prosperity. We believe that the Regional Economic Cooperation Conference provides an ideal forum for doing so, and I hope we can discuss ways to continue and strengthen this process.

Afghanistan has made strides towards macro-economic stability and is building a foundation for growth and private sector development consistent with the Afghanistan Compact. The international community has delivered on key projects – roads, power and rural development – that offer tangible benefits and which enhance the capacity for regional cooperation. It is time to consolidate and build on those gains.

We believe that Afghanistan’s success is critical to regional stability and prosperity. That is why we will be emphasizing the importance of trade, investments in human capacity and infrastructure, and the establishment of regulatory and legal frameworks that promote region-wide economic cooperation. We also remain focused on the essential role of the private sector, so we will listen carefully to the messages that come from their meetings.

My colleague, Assistant U.S. Trade Representative Michael Delaney will preview in the working groups our trade initiatives that support these goals, particularly the status of Reconstruction Opportunity Zones to be established in Afghanistan and Pakistan and the U.S. – Central Asia Trade and Investment Framework Agreement. We look forward to hearing your thoughts on these programs and initiatives.

The US remains committed to fostering regional efforts at economic cooperation. We expect an increase in cross border trade and investment that provides mutual advantage and will help us meet our common objectives and challenges.

Thank you for your participation today we look forward to a successful conference. 

